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Dr. Feickert Analogue 
Woodpecker Turntable

Not Just A Pretty Face
Andre Jennings

Photography by Cody Hamilton

Dr. Feickert Analogue has created a highly-optioned Woodpecker turntable made 
specifically for its new U.S. distributor, VANA Ltd. (based in Mukilteo, Washington). 
VANA offers this special unit as a standard turntable à la carte or as part of a turnkey 
Woodpecker package. The Woodpecker I received comprised the VANA-optioned 
Feickert Woodpecker, a 12" Jelco arm, and the Acoustical Systems Arché headshell. 
At my request, VANA also upgraded the package to include the Ortofon Cadenza 
Bronze cartridge and the Ortofon 6NX TSW-1010 tonearm cable for use in a more 
completely turnkey setup. The fully optioned package came in at $10,000.



the absolute sound  July/August 2014  85

Dr. Feickert Analogue 
Woodpecker Turntable



86  July/August 2014  the absolute sound

KH�)HLFNHUW�:RRGSHFNHU�ZDV�ÀUVW�LQWURGXFHG�LQ������DQG�KDV�
JRQH�WKURXJK�VRPH�SHUIRUPDQFH�XSJUDGHV�DQG�UHÀQHPHQWV�
RYHU�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV��,Q�����²�����WKH�:RRGSHFNHU�UH-

FHLYHG�D�EHDULQJ�XSGDWH��D�PRWRU�FRQWUROOHU�KDUGZDUH�VRIWZDUH�
XSGDWH��DQG�D�XVHU�LQWHUIDFH�XSGDWH��,Q�WKH�8�6���9$1$�DFTXLUHG�
the distributorship for Feickert Analogue midway through 2013.

The Feickert Woodpecker is a belt-driven turntable with a 
SURSULHWDU\�VRIWZDUH�FRQWUROOHG�'&�PRWRU��7KH�GHVLJQ�LQFOXGHV�
a quick-release sliding-armboard system capable of  supporting a 
YDULHW\�RI ����²����PP����²�����WRQHDUPV��7KH�FKDVVLV�LV�������
ZLGH�DQG�����GHHS��DQG�ZHLJKV������SRXQGV��:LWK�LWV������SRXQG�
SODWWHU�WKH�WRWDO�WXUQWDEOH�ZHLJKV�LQ�DW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SRXQGV�
ZLWKRXW� WRQHDUP�� 7KHUH� DUH� ÀYH� SXVKEXWWRQV� RQ� WKH� IURQW�
left top of  the turntable near the platter. Three buttons allow 
VSHHG� VHOHFWLRQ� ������������ZKLOH� WKH�RWKHU� WZR� DUH� IRU� VSHHG�
adjustments.

Representing new distribution, VANA Ltd. decided to 
differentiate its Feickert Woodpecker (along with its Blackbird 

DQG� )LUHELUG�� IURP� SUHYLRXV� PRGHOV� E\� VSHFLI\LQJ� WKDW� WKH�
DOXPLQXP�WRS�DQG�ERWWRP�SODWHV�RI � WKH�WXUQWDEOHV�EH�ÀQLVKHG�
in a black-anodized brushed aluminum, and the main body be 
SROLVKHG�SLDQR�EODFN��ZLWK�URVHZRRG�DV�D������RSWLRQDO�ÀQLVK���
7KH�+LJK�,QHUWLD�3ODWWHU�KDV�DOVR�EHFRPH�VWDQGDUG�LQ�DOO�PRGHOV�
IURP� WKH� VWRFN�)HLFNHUW�:RRGSHFNHU� �������� WR� WKH�%ODFNELUG�
��������DQG�WRS�OLQH�)LUHELUG������������7KH�WKHVH�FKDQJHV��LQ�P\�
opinion, make the ’table look beautiful.

According to Feickert, the new bearing is inverted, designed 
to reduce contact area by 80% without reducing stiffness 
FRPSDUHG� WR� WKH�SUHYLRXV�GHVLJQ�� DQG�KDV� D�ÁDWWHQHG�RXW� DUHD�
WR� UHGXFH� UXPEOH� VLJQLÀFDQWO\��$FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�PDQXIDFWXUHU�
and distributor, additional features of  the bearing include spiral 
grooves to pump oil up into the bearing, and an included oil-
UHOHDVH�JUXE�VFUHZ�WKDW�DOORZV�H[FHVV�RLO�WR�ÁRZ�WKURXJK��UHVXOWLQJ�
LQ�EHWWHU�PRWRU�EHDULQJ�LQWHUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�WLJKWHU�WROHUDQFHV�
7KH�+LJK�,QHUWLD�3ODWWHU�LV�PDGH�RI �320��'HOULQ��ZLWK�HLJKW�

precision-machined MS58 brass inserts along the outer portion 

Dr. Feickert Analogue 
Woodpecker Turntable
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of  the platter to balance it and eliminate 
eccentricity. This additional mass also 
improves speed stability. The manufacturer 
VWDWHV�WKDW�WKH�'HOULQ�SODWWHUV�DUH�SUH�G\HG�
before extrusion and double-tempered to 
UHGXFH�WHQVLRQ��WKHQ�FXW�WR���PP���������
in height and double-tempered again 
before machining to ensure the resulting 

SODWWHU��DSSUR[LPDWHO\������KLJK�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�P\�FDOLSHUV��LV�ÁDW��
round, balanced, and smooth-running.
:KHQ� WKH� :RRGSHFNHU� 3DFNDJH� ������� RSWLRQ�� LV� RUGHUHG��

D� ���� -HOFR� ·DUP� DQG� $FRXVWLFDO� 6\VWHPV� $UFKp� KHDGVKHOO� DUH�
included with the turntable. The Arché headshell allows standard 
adjustments for overhang and azimuth, but also includes an 
DGMXVWPHQW�IRU�WKH�VW\OXV�UDNH�DQJOH��65$��DW�WKH�KHDGVKHOO��7KLV�
65$�IHDWXUH�DOORZV�IRU�PRUH�ÁH[LELOLW\�ZLWK�WRQHDUPV�WKDW�GRQ·W�
have adjustable VTA at or near the pivot point of  the ’arm. 
Additionally, if  the tonearm seems to function best when the 
’arm is closer to level, the Arché allows you to level it while at 
the same time providing SRA adjustment at the headshell. This 
IHDWXUH�FDQ�FRPH�LQ�KDQG\�ZKHQ�XVLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�FDUWULGJH�$UFKp�
headshell combinations. 

Rounding out my turnkey package were the Ortofon Cadenza 
%URQ]H� DQG� �1;� 76:������ WRQHDUP� FDEOH� ������� RSWLRQ���
The Cadenza Bronze incorporates the same Ortofon Replicant 
100 stylus used in the top Ortofons—including the MC Anna, 

MC A90, MC Windfeld, and Xpression—but uses a tapered 
aluminum cantilever instead of  the boron one that these others 
have.

The Woodpecker package arrived in a double-boxed carton. 
$IWHU�TXLFNO\�FKHFNLQJ�WKH�ER[�IRU�GDPDJH��WKHUH�ZDV�QRQH���,�
set it aside, unopened, until Stirling Trayle of  VANA arrived a 
few weeks later to assist in setup. Assembly went rather quickly. 
6WLUOLQJ�KDV�D�V\VWHP�IRU�DOLJQPHQW�KH·V�EHHQ�ÀQH�WXQLQJ�IRU�VRPH�
time that uses the Acoustical Systems SMARTractor protractor. 
+H�VHW�XS�D�FXVWRP�81,�',1�DOLJQPHQW�WKDW�,�FRXOG�FRPSDUH�
WR�D�%DHUZDOG�DOLJQPHQW�ODWHU�ZKHQ�,�FKDQJHG�FDUWULGJHV��:KHQ�
the setup was completed and Stirling was happy with the sound, 
we declared it done. 
6LQFH� ,� KDG� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO� $UFKp� KHDGVKHOO� IRU� WKH� UHYLHZ��

Stirling wanted to hear one of  my cartridges before leaving, so 
ZH�TXLFNO\�DQG�URXJKO\�PRXQWHG�P\�YDQ�GHQ�+XO�&ROLEUL���,�VDLG�
URXJKO\�EHFDXVH�ZH�UDQ� LQWR�D�VQDJ� WKDW� ,·OO�JHW� WR� ODWHU���(YHQ�
ZLWK�WKLV�URXJK�PRXQWLQJ��,�FRXOG�FOHDUO\�KHDU�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�
of  the Colibri through the Woodpecker, which gave me an early 
indication that the ’table seemed capable of  providing a solid 
foundation to build an analog system around.
$IWHU�D� IHZ�ZHHNV�RI � OLVWHQLQJ� WR� WKH�:RRGSHFNHU�&DGHQ]D�

%URQ]H� FRPELQDWLRQ�� ,� FKDQJHG� WKH� DOLJQPHQW� IRU� %DHUZDOG�
LQVWHDG�RI �WKH�81,�',1�VHW�GXULQJ�LQLWLDO�LQVWDOODWLRQ��7KLV�JDYH�
me the opportunity to take a close look at the SRA and adjust 
WKH� KHDGVKHOO� FORVHU� WR� WKH� VHWWLQJ� ,� SUHIHU� DV� D� EDVH� VWDUWLQJ�

if the tonearm seems 
to function best 
when the ’arm is 
closer to level, the 
Arché allows you to 
level it while at the 
same time providing 
SRA adjustment at 
the headshell.
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SRLQW�ZKHQ� LQVWDOOLQJ�FDUWULGJHV��7R�JHW� WR� WKDW�VWDUWLQJ�SRLQW�,�
needed to raise the SRA of  the tonearm. As the Arché headshell 
RQO\�DOORZHG�QHDU�OHYHO�DQG�ORZHU�65$�VHWWLQJV��,�OLWHUDOO\�KDG�WR�
´UDLVHµ� WKH� UHDU�RI � WKH� WRQHDUP� �HDV\� WR�GR�ZLWK� WKH� -HOFR�� WR�
JHW�WKH�LQFUHDVHG�65$�,�GHVLUHG��:LWK�WKH�-HOFR�WRQHDUP�UDLVHG�
VHYHUDO�PLOOLPHWHUV��,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�VHW�P\�QHZ�EDVHOLQH��

With this new ’arm height and alignment, sonic results were 
VXUSULVLQJO\� JRRG�� /RRNLQJ� EDFN�� ,� ZRQGHUHG� ZKDW� WKH� 81,�
',1� DOLJQPHQW� PLJKW� KDYH� VRXQGHG� OLNH� ZLWK� P\� QHZ� 65$�
VHWWLQJ��EXW�,�FRXOGQ·W�JR�EDFN�WR�WKH�RULJLQDO�VHWXS�VLQFH�,�GLGQ·W�
have a SMARTractor on hand. With this SRA-adjusted Baerwald 
setting, the Cadenza Bronze began to show traces of  the richer 
tone color that only the MC Anna has prominently displayed 
LQ� WKH� 2UWRIRQ� OLQHXS�� ,� OLVWHQHG� WR� WKLV� FRPELQDWLRQ� SOD\LQJ�
back a variety of  jazz, classical, pop, blues, and rock for several 
ZHHNV��'XULQJ�WKLV�WLPH��WKH�&DGHQ]D�%URQ]H�LQ�WKH�:RRGSHFNHU�
package proved to be quite enjoyable.

After putting the Woodpecker package through its 
SDFHV� ZLWK� WKH� WXUQNH\� FDUWULGJH�WRQHDUP�FDEOH� RSWLRQ�
SURYLGHG�E\�9$1$��,�WULHG�D�VHULHV�RI �WRQHDUP�FDEOHV�,�KDG�
RQ�KDQG�� DQG� HQGHG�XS�SUHIHUULQJ� D�*UDKDP� ,&�����7KLV�
cable opened up the presentation and exposed more inner 
GHWDLO�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�DGGHG�KDUVKQHVV�WKDW�,�FRXOG�GHWHFW��0RVW�
instruments took on a speed and clarity that proved the 
turnkey cable had been somewhat sluggish on initial attacks. 
With the Graham tonearm cable, the Woodpecker package, 
including the Cadenza Bronze cartridge, moved forward in 
performance by a noticeable margin.
$IWHU�VRPH�WLPH�KDG�SDVVHG��,�LQVWDOOHG�P\�/\UD�6NDOD�RQ�

the second Arché headshell using the new baseline tonearm 
KHLJKW� ,� VHW� IRU� WKH� &DGHQ]D� %URQ]H��:LWK� ERWK� FDUWULGJHV� LQ�
LQGLYLGXDO�$UFKp� KHDGVKHOOV�� ,� FRXOG� HDVLO\� VZLWFK� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
two and maintain all set-up parameters except for quick tracking-
force adjustments. This Lyra combination turned out to be 
a sweet spot in value because the cost of  the cartridge didn’t 
exceed half  the cost of  the Woodpecker package but provided an 
LQFUHDVH�LQ�SHUIRUPDQFH��:LWK�WKLV�VHWXS�,�VHWWOHG�LQWR�D�URXWLQH�
of  long, nightly listening sessions without feeling the need to 
make any changes, enjoying the heightened performance of  the 
Woodpecker package with the Skala in the system.
&RQWLQXLQJ� WKH� FDUWULGJH� VHW�XS� ERQDQ]D�� ,� UHWXUQHG� WR� WKH�

Colibri. With the initial setup, overhang of  the Colibri couldn’t 
be set perfectly using the original pivot-to-spindle distance 
setting because of  the relatively short cartridge-mounting slots 
of  the Arché. (There is no standard for cartridge-stylus-tip-to-
mounting-hole distance. This is why most cartridge headshells 
have longish mounting slots, in order to compensate in effective 

With this setup I settled into a routine of long, 
nightly listening sessions without feeling the 
need to make any changes

Dr. Feickert Analogue 
Woodpecker Turntable
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length for a given pivot-to-spindle distance. The effective length 
of  certain tonearms can also be adjusted if  the tonearm itself  is 
mounted on a sliding base that allows adjustment of  pivot-to-
spindle distance. S.M.E. tonearms take this approach. And so 
GRHV�WKH�:RRGSHFNHU���

With the longer cartridge-mounting slots of  the Jelco headshell, 
there was room to move the cartridge further back and achieve 
proper overhang. With the Arché there wasn’t. But because this is 
the Woodpecker and it has a quick-release sliding tonearm mount 
WKDW�DOORZV�DGMXVWPHQW�RI �HIIHFWLYH�OHQJWK��,�VLPSO\�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�
pivot-to-spindle distance another 2mm, which also increased 

WKH� HIIHFWLYH� OHQJWK� UHTXLUHG� IRU� VHWWLQJ�RYHUKDQJ�� ,� FRXOG�
now use the Colibri in the Arché headshell and complete a 
full alignment. The quick-release sliding-tonearm mounting 
feature of  the Woodpecker adds both pivot-to-spindle 
and effective-length adjustability when used with a slotted 
headshell. 

Once the ’table is set up properly, the Colibri’s sound 
character came through marvelously. Transients were 
very speedy with clarity that followed every note on any 
instrument. The Colibri’s slight reticence on instrumental 
decay—made more apparent by its surprisingly quick 
starts and stops—was easily heard along with the warmth 
(although softer and reduced in level when compared 
WR� RWKHU� FDUWULGJHV�� RI � LWV� ORZ�IUHTXHQF\� RXWSXW�� 7KH�
Woodpecker package didn’t appear to impart any sonic 
VLJQDWXUH�WKDW�WRRN�DZD\�IURP�WKH�FDUWUGLJH·V�VWUHQJWKV��,�MXVW�
sat and absorbed the lightning fast and near-limitless sense 
of  speed the combination produced.

What was consistent after this round of  cartridge 
VZDSSLQJ"�:HOO��ZRUGV�OLNH�WLPLQJ��GULYH��DQG�SDFLQJ�FRPH�
WR�PLQG��2Q�P\�QRW�VR�VSHFLDO� FRS\�RI �'LUH�6WUDLWV·�Love 
Over Gold�� ´7HOHJUDSK� 5RDGµ� KDG� JRRG� PXVLFDO� GULYH�
and foot-tapping timing throughout. The dynamics and 
togetherness of  the performance were also excellent and 
cartridge-dependent. Moving on to the Mercury Living 
Presence recording of  Chabrier’s España, the opening string 
pizzicatos and bowing were clean and clear with consistent 
reproduction of  orchestral timing. Soft-to-loud passages 
were crisp, the soundstage expansive. Finally Herbie 
Hancock’s River: The Joni Letters provided an example of  the 
Woodpecker’s ability to reproduce piano. On the title song, 
piano notes and lingering decays were solid and unwavering. 

Although the performance of  the Woodpecker had been 
UHDOO\�LPSUHVVLYH�WKURXJKRXW�DOO�RI �P\�OLVWHQLQJ�VHVVLRQV��,�
ZDV�DOVR�DZDUH�RI �WKH�XQLW·V�VOLJKWO\�KLJKHU�QRLVH�ÁRRU�YLV�
j�YLV�P\�RZQ��PXFK�PRUH�H[SHQVLYH��UHIHUHQFH�WXUQWDEOHV�
and ’arms. The rise in noise was subtle but noticeable, and is 

SPECS & PRICING
Type: Belt-driven turntable
Armboard: 205–300mm 
pivot-spindle (9"–12" effective 
length)
Dimensions: 19" x 5.5" x 15" 
Weight: 40 lbs.
Price: Woodpecker in piano-
black, $6500 ($7000 in 
rosewood); Woodpecker 
package in piano-black, 
$8000 ($8500, rosewood); 

Woodpecker package w/
Ortofon Cadenza Bronze and 
tonearm cable in piano-black, 
$10,000 ($10,500, rosewood)

VANA LTD.
728 Third Street, Unit C
Mukilteo, WA 98275
(425) 610-4532
vanaltd.com
sales@vanaltd.com

Comment on this article at www.theabsolutesound.com

Although the performance of 
the Woodpecker had been really 
impressive throughout all of my 
listening sessions, I was also 
aware of the unit’s slightly 
JKIJGT�PQKUG�çQQT�XKU�¹�XKU�
my own (much more expensive) 
reference turntables and ’arms. 
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one difference that comes into focus when systems are designed 
WR�D�SULFH�SRLQW��,�EHOLHYH�WKH�EHDULQJ�GHVLJQ�LQ�WKH�:RRGSHFNHU�
LV�UHPDUNDEO\�TXLHW��VR�,�ZRXOG�JXHVV�WKDW�WKH�VPDOO� LQFUHDVH�LQ�
noise is most likely from the motor coupling to the single chassis 
SOLQWK��,�GRQ·W�UHDOO\�ZDQW�WR�D�PDNH�ELJ�GHDO�DERXW�WKLV��VDYH�WR�
say that the difference can be heard (vis-à-vis more expensive 
DQDORJ� VRXUFH� FRPSRQHQWV�� RQ� UHDOO\� TXLHW� SDVVDJHV� DW� KLJK�
YROXPH�RQ�KLJK�UHVROXWLRQ�V\VWHPV��,�VKRXOG�VD\�WKDW�WKH�KLJKHU�
QRLVH� ÁRRU� QHYHU� UHDOO\� LQWHUIHUHG� ZLWK� P\� HQMR\PHQW� RI � WKH�
PXVLF�LI �,�ZDVQ·W�OLVWHQLQJ�IRU�LW�

This brings me to another area of  focus. The Woodpecker 
is a solid one-piece design without built-in isolation from the 
listening-room environment. The manufacturer and distributor 
believe that design dollars, at this price point, are best spent on 
maximizing parameters they deem more important to playback. 
They feel that turntable isolation should be left to the user to 
DGGUHVV�IRU�KLV�RZQ�VLWXDWLRQ��6SHDNLQJ�IRU�P\VHOI�� ,�HQGHG�XS�
placing the turntable on a corner shelf  that is effectively supported 
E\�WKH�ÁRRU�DQG�WZR�ORDG�EHDULQJ�ZDOOV��7KH�:RRGSHFNHU�VDW�RQ�
WKDW�VKHOI �RQ�D�1HXDQFH�,VRODWLRQ�3ODWIRUP�WKDW�SURYHG�WR�EH�D�

QHDU�SHUIHFW�ÀW��7KLV�DSSURDFK�SURYLGHG�HQRXJK�LVRODWLRQ�IRU�P\�
situation.

The Woodpecker Package has proven itself  to be a very 
FDSDEOH� SODWIRUP� IRU� YLQ\O� SOD\EDFN�� ,WV� +LJK� ,QHUWLD� 3ODWWHU��
updated drive system, redesigned bearing, quick-release sliding-
tonearm mounting system, and Acoustical Systems Arché 
headshell combine to give the turntable solid and steady playback 
FDSDELOLWLHV�� 7KH� JRUJHRXV� 9$1$�VSHFLÀHG� ÀQLVK� DGGV� EHDXW\�
WR� VROLG� EDVHOLQH� SHUIRUPDQFH�� ,I � \RX� DUH� LQ� WKH�PDUNHW� IRU� D�
turntable in this price range, you owe it to yourself  to include 
the Woodpecker in that search. Given the Woodpecker’s ability 
to work well with cartridges far more expensive and capable 
than what would normally be installed, it could possibly serve its 
owner far into the future. 

Given the Woodpecker’s ability to 
work well with cartridges far 
more expensive and capable than 
what would normally be installed, 
it could possibly serve its owner 
far into the future. 
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